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ESS Questionnaire

Core section 
- around 150 questions covering a range of topics
- same questions fielded in each round
- enables comparisons to be made and changes over time to be 

monitored
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Rotating Modules 
- 30 items; focusing on a specific topic
- modules sometimes repeated in later rounds
- designed by teams of academics in collaboration with ESS 

researchers
- subject to extensive pre-testing during development process 



Rotating module topics
Round 1
• Immigration
• Citizenship, involvement and 

democracy

Round 2
• Family, work & well-being
• Economic morality in Europe

Round 5
• Trust in Justice 
• Work, family & well-being 

(repeat from R2) 

Round 6 
• Personal and social well-being 

(repeat from R3)
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• Health and care seeking

Round 3
• Personal and social well-being 
• The Timing of Life

Round 4
• Welfare
• Ageism

• Democracy

Round 7
• Immigration (repeat from R1)
• Health



4. Revised 
proposals 
from 
question 
designers 

Stages 1, 2 and 
4 repeated 

2. Expert 
review of 
questions 

1. Proposals 
from question 
designers

3. Use of 
Survey 
Quality 
Predictor 
Program 
(SQP) 

5. 
Consultation 
with ESS 
National 
Coordinators 

9. Split ballot 
MTMM 
experiments 
developed

10. Large-scale 
two-nation 
quantitative pilot & 
Advance 
Translation 

11. Pilot 
analysis & 
results of 
advance 
translation 

6. Omnibus 
Testing & 
Cognitive 
Interviewing

7. Omnibus 
Analysis & 
CI Analysis

8. Revised 
proposals 
from 
question 
designers 

Question design process
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18. 
Mainstage 
Fieldwork

Translation 
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National 
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pre-tests



Question design template

Paper based document; used in four rounds to date

Documents entire process from first proposal through to final module

Allows question design team (QDT) and ESS researchers to work to 
a clearly defined structure
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a clearly defined structure

Ensures data users can follow development of structure and content 
of module

Ensures data users understand the rationale behind asking 
particular questions & why certain areas not covered 



Template content

Theoretical background, aims and objectives

Description of all concepts to be measured in the module and 
their expected relationships

Complex concepts – detailed description and specification of 
sub-concepts (as necessary) & question wording for specific 
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sub-concepts (as necessary) & question wording for specific 
items 

Simple Concepts – detailed description & question wording for 
specific items 

Items not to be repeated (only applies to repeat modules)
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Assessment of template

Pros
- Valuable source of documentation of the development of 

rotating modules
- Useful for data analysts to see what a question intends to 

measure & how can be combined with other questions 
- Transparent documentation of the design process 
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- Transparent documentation of the design process 

Cons
- Volume of comments / suggestions is often large 
- Not easy to easily identify source of comments/suggestions
- Not easy to ‘track’ the development of questions



Goal of DASISH

Create a multi-language questionnaire development tool – to 
develop, translate and document the concepts & questions 
used in cross-national surveys

Produce searchable meta data for the whole question design 
process
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Three compatible databanks:
- Question design documentation databank
- Translation tool and databank
- Question databank



Question design 
documentation databank

Primarily developed for the ESS but needs of other cross-
national surveys (e.g. SHARE, ISSP) will also be considered

The new tool will save time and effort during the design 
process
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- converting the paper-based template into an online database
- producing outputs that can be used during the design process

Will feed directly into the translation and question databanks
- enabling users to search for concepts or specific questions 
- find information about design, pre-testing, translation and 

question quality in one place



Progress & next steps

Stage 1 = convert paper-based template to database format

First specification produced outlining: 
- access levels & editing rights
- need for tool to handle text, numerical data & figures / graphics 
- outputs required - for use during the design stages & potentially 

for public release later on
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for public release later on

Next steps:
- consult other cross-national survey teams
- revise / expand on initial specification 
- explore existing tools for questionnaire design documentation
- start work on beta version of tool


